COMMENTS
FROM 2019 PARTICIPANTS

Do you know

HAKODATE?

Japan's northeastern island, Hokkaido, was sparsely populated
until the early 19th century when Japanese people from all
parts of the country came to settle the land and create the
Hokkaido we know today. Whereas Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and
other areas of Japan are known for their intense summer heat
and humidity, the summers in Hokkaido are relatively cool and
pleasant.
Hakodate is located in southern Hokkaido. Hakodate is a small,
quiet, rural town, with a population of about 260,000. Hakodate
was one of the two Japanese ports opened by Commodore
Perry when he visited Japan in 1854. At that time, Hakodate led
Japan's
progress
towards
modernization. The night view
of the town from Mt. Hakodate
is considered one of the most
spectacular in the world. In
2015, Hakodate was ranked
Japan’s most attractive tourist
destination for the second year
in a row.

Emily Branam (Swarthmore College)
This program for me was about self
discovery more than anything. I was
given the opportunity to know what
I’m like without the confidence of my
native language backing me up.
When that happens, you realize
there’s so much you can say without
saying anything at all. While learning
Japanese through this program and
being immersed with my host family,
I not only learned about Japan and
Japanese culture but also myself. I
would absolutely recommend it to
any language student!
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た っ せい か ん

笑顔と達成感
～Smile and a Sense of Achievement～

Roba Sabawi (Yale University)
In doing this program, aside from epistemic gain, I was given
a wide range of opportunities to experience Japan’s culture in
ways I had only heard of but never
thought I could experience myself,
as well as build personal
connections on a level I could not
have imagined before coming here.
Thanks to the phenomenal support
system, I was able to not only
enjoy
my time,
but
most
importantly grow, in ways that will
affect me as I continue my
Japanese studies and consider
options for my future.

Application Deadline:
February 7, 2020
(Japan Standard Time)
Hokkaido International Foundation (HIF)

Address:
Tel:
E-mail:
Website:

14-1 Motomachi, Hakodate, Hokkaido
040-0054 Japan
+81-138-22-0770
jj@hif.or.jp
http://www.hif.or.jp/en/summer/

THREE MAJOR COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAM

JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS
The HIF Japanese Language and Japanese Culture Program is
a university level intensive summer course that focuses on
proficiency-oriented instruction. The program aims to help
participants acquire or improve communication skills in all
aspects of Japanese language through the integrated study
process of the classroom, homestay, and local community
environments in Hakodate. The total hours of Japanese class is
140 hours and equivalent to two semesters of Japanese study
at most universities. Students meet for three hours every
morning, Monday through Friday. Past participants have found
this program to be highly demanding, as they needed to study
for at least 3 hours per day on their own to manage homework
assignments, quizzes, lesson tests and exams and to maintain
class participation. Both committed and proactive participants
benefited a great deal from this schedule.

HOMESTAY
The eight-week homestay provides you with full immersion in
Japanese language and Japanese culture. Host families
volunteer to participate in the program not merely to
accommodate you but also to help you to practice your
Japanese and deepen your understanding of Japanese
culture. They are also willing to learn the language(s) and
culture of your country. The homework and class topics are
expected to reflect your homestay experience. During the
homestay period, staying out overnight is prohibited even at
another student’s home or at a hotel, except for the semester
break. By setting this rule, we strongly believe that you can
fully immerse yourself in the homestay experience, which
helps to build a life-long relationship with your host family and
make wonderful memories of the summer.

INDEPENDENT STUDY (IS)
The overall objective of IS is to enhance your Japanese
proficiency and autonomous learning skills by focusing on
your individual study objectives. It is your responsibility to
design the project, but you will be supported by your instructor
and a “support group” of your peers to achieve your goals.
You may choose a theme related to your interests and
long-term goals. You will finalize and share the outcome
and/or your experience with an audience at “IS Fair” before
the summer program is completed. You are required to report
the progress of your IS to your instructor and support group
members at least once a week so that you can refine your
work. Participants are strongly encouraged to choose a theme
for their IS before the program begins. This will provide you
with sufficient time for a full discussion of your project’s
objectives, methods, timelines, etc. with your instructor and
support group members.

Courses & Main Textbooks

Tuition & Fees

Regular Japanese courses are divided into the following
levels, which are determined in accordance with the
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.

Application Fee (non-refundable)
Regular application fee:
US$80 (Nov. 1, 2019 - Feb. 7, 2020 JST)
Late application fee:
US$100 (On and after Feb. 8, 2020 JST)
(Note: Late application will be accepted only when spots
are available.)

Class A
Genki II (Lessons 13-23)
Class B
Genki II (Lessons 19-23),
Tobira (Lessons 1-4)
Class C
Tobira (8-9 lessons excerpted from Lessons 1-9)
Class D
Tobira (8-10 lessons excerpted from Lessons 6-15)
Class E
Authentic Japanese: Progressing from Intermediate
to Advanced [New Edition] (6 lessons excerpted)
Class F
Authentic Japanese: Progressing from Intermediate
to Advanced [New Edition] (6 lessons excerpted)

Program Fee: US$6,000
This program fee covers tuition, homestay fee,
extracurricular activity fees, and main teaching
materials. The homestay fee is ¥85,500 in total, which
includes accommodation (furnished private room),
breakfast and dinner during weekdays, and three meals
a day on weekends.
Medical Insurance during Your Stay in Japan
HIF requires all participants to obtain medical insurance
to cover possible loss, illness or accidents for the
duration of the program.

